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R A P E, &c. 


ME Grand Jury ng Mund che bill of indictment a true bill; 
on Tueſday the 2 1ſt, about half after four in the afternoon, he 
was put to the bar before Mr. Juſtice AsHuRsT, and the following 


names called over as Jurymen; none of whom were challenged. 


Thomas Holman, | James: Newman, 
Edward Holman,. Thomas Copper, 
| George Vinall, John Wickham, 
Wm. Vinall, Henry Hanſon, 
Richard King, John Tugwell, 
Thomas Scrace, Thomas Elger. 
| Council for the Crown. © 1 the Priſoner. N 
Hon. Mr. Erſkine, Mr. Rous, 
| Mx. Mingay, * Mr. nne, 
1 8 ._ 57 
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The indictment charges the ſaid John Motherill, for having car- 
-nally, and againſt her will, known Catharine Wade, ſpinſter, and 
committed a rape on the body of the ſaid Catharine Wade, be- 
tween the hours of eleven at night of the eleventh, and five in the 
morning of the twelfth of September, 1785, in the Church- yard 
of Brighthelmſtone, in the county of Suſſex. SE 


Aftar the priſoner. had been arraigned, and in the uſual manner 
| pleaded not guilty, and put himſelf under the protection of God and 
his country. The council proceeded to open the caſe ; he expatiated 
largely on the enormity of the offence, and expreſſed his aſtoniſhment 
that any man ſhould be ſo loſt to every feeling of humanity, and fo 
regardleſs of every principle ot uſtice, as to be the total deſtruction, of 
an innocent young lady, merely for momentary gratification ! Had he 
taken the property ſhe had about her ; had he even robbed her of eve- 
ry ſhilling ſhe was poſſeſſed of, the offence ſhould appear of little 
conſequence, compared to that of robbing her of her virtue ; but ſhe 
is now, (although innocent) a ſubject for calumny to point her finger 
at! The nature of this offence is ſo attrocious, that it requires no ag- 
gravation Indeed, it can hardly admit of aggravation, for ſuch is the 
diſpoſition of mankind, that thaygh the injured lady may be as chaſte 
as unſunned ſnow, ſhe will never more be conſidered. as immaculate. 
The Hon. Mr. Erſkine in behalf of the proſecution, expatiated fully 
on the law eſtabliſhed for puniſhing offences of this magnitude, and 
ſtated the evidence he ſhould produce, in ſupport of the charge againſt 
the priſoner ; particularly, that the priſoner, taking the advantage of 
ſeeing her unattended, pretended to come with a meſſage from her fa- 
ther; that he then had the audacity to put his hand into her boſom, and 
afterwards to kiſs her, declaring, at the fame time, that ſhe was a pret- 
ty girl. That, perceiving her to be terrified with ſuch intolerable be- 
haviour, he proceeded to greater liberties, and put his hand up her 
petticoats : that ſhe reſiſted him as much as the was able, but reſiſtance 
ſerved only to add to his perſeverance : that he afterwards forced her 
down therwpaſiage and conducted her to the Church- yard, at the ſame 
time putting his hand upon her mouth, to prevent her being heard, 
when ſhe wasexerting herſelf as much as poſſible to make her ſcreams 
be attended to: that, when he arrived with her in the Church-yard, 


. 
\ . 5 
* 
4 a 
* 
4 


* . 


LS 


| he FOE her down cloſe by the church, ad IE I the offence 
of which he now ſtands charged, and which I truſt, will be made ſuf- 


ficiently appear, by the ſtrongeſt and moſt unqueſtionable tellimony. 
He then called the witneſſes in * of the proſecution. 


Miſi Blizabeth | Hart Sworn. 


2. Who are you ? 5 
A. My name is Hart, I am the Daughter of Lady Hart, 


2 Are * acquainted with Catharine Wade? 
A. Les, my Lord. 


ah 
. On the oma of September, wel was on a Sunday, I dined 
with Miſs Wade, at my mother's houſe, and ſpent the day with her 
there. About ten o'clock, Mr. Griffiths and I accompanied her in the 
chariot, and went home with her to her father s. We called at the 
rooms in our way thither, but did not ſtop. Mr. Wade's apartments 
are at Mr. Sycamore's, in North-ſtreet, to which there is a very long 
WE uu conſequently the W could not drive up to the door. 
hen the coach arrived at the ſteps, Mr. Griffiths got out and hand- 
ed Miſs Wade out; immediately after which he returned into the car- 
riage, which drove off, as Miſs Wade was then conſidered to be per- 
fectly fafe : * havin g leen her goa conſiderable way up the paſlage. 


et N n Gra 


My name is Griffiths, I was at Lady Hart's, on Ps the 
eleventh of September, when Miſs Wade was on a viſit there, and, 
in the evening, Miſs Hart and I accompanied her in the chariot to her 
father's, there being a long paſſage leading to the door of his apart- 
ments, I ſaw Miſs Wade almoſt cloſe to that door, The doors of Bright- 
helmſtone being generally on the latch, 1 had no doubt but ſhe was 


able to let herſelf in. Being aſked if there was not a man paſting, 


when he got out of the chariot, he ſaid there was, but he could not 
5 our that it was the priſoner. 


5 


2 What d 4 you know reſpecting the charge againſt the — ni at 


Charles 


Carles Me Sworn. 
2 What is your name ? 
A. Charles Nye. 
9. Who are you? 


A. 1 lived ſervant with Mr. Wade on the eleventh of DEGREE laſt, 
9. What do you know of this buſineſs ? 


4. On the eleventh of September, about ten o'clock in the PUP 1 
went to Lady Hart's, to conduct Miſs Wade home from thence. When I 
got there, the ſervants told me they had juſt ſet her down at home. 1 re- 
turned, and not finding her, went to another lady whom ſhe ſometimes 
viſited, whoſe name is Mrs. Brudenell—TI could get no intelligence of her 
there. Soon after this, I met my maſter, and acquainted him that we knew 
not where Miſs Wade was. We walked about all night, and, in the morn- 
ing, we were informed that ſhe was returned, and that a man had been ta- 
ken into cuſtody on her account, I went into Mrs, Sycamore's ears 
where I ſaw the priſoner, for the firſt time in my life; who, on 
* queſtioned about the matter, confeſſed he had been all night wich Miſs 
Wade, in the church yard. After this I went to the church yard, and found 
the rim of one of Miſs Wade's buckles cloſe by the church. The ground: 
had an appearance as if ſomething had been ſtruggling on Ns * many 
"panes of the church windows were broke near the round, | 


_ Examination.. 


9. Are there not a ie of. looſe women who walk the ſtreets in an 
evening at Brighthelmſtone > 


A. Yes, there are. 


9. Is it cuſtomary for the inhabirants of that place to go to bed earlier 
WF eleven or twelve o clock 9 


A. No, it is not. 


9. When you returned from Lady Hart's, was your maſters door, (which. 


is a private door of Mr Sycamore's, at ſome little diſtance frem the other) 
upon the latch ? | 


A. Yes it was upon the latch. „ 
* Being 


fol 


of 


Being croſs examined, he could not give any reaſon for having uſed the 
word ſtruggling ; the ground appeared looſe, and there were the prints of 
2 man's foot; he had been out on the evening of the 11th, but came home 
time enough to light home Miſs Wade, agreeable to his maſter's orders, as 
they ſuppoſed ſhe would walk as uſual ; he admitted there were great num- 
bers of looſe women at that time at Brighthelmſtone; that they frequently 
walked the ſtreets in the evening, and were exceedingly well dreſſed; the 
company in general quit the rooms about ten ; but he believed it was not 
the cuſtom of the place to go to bed much before eleven or twelve o'clock. 
When he returned back from Lady Hart's, Mrs. Sycamore and the maid 
were at home ; and his maſter's door which was a private one belonging to 
Mr. Sycamore's houſe, at ſome little diftance from the other, was then 
upon the latch, | | | 


Catharine Wade Sworn. ; | 


After being ſet down by Miſs Hart, I went to my father's: door, and 
found it ſhut ; I then went to the other door, and found that ſhut alſo; I 
| went from one to the other ſeveral times, without being able to get admit- 
tance ; and at length, I ſtopped at the private door. When I came out of the 
carriage, I obſerved the priſoner at the bar; he ſoon approached me, and aſked 
the reaſon why my papa's ſervant did not come. I did not anſwer him. He then 
told me, he came from my papa, who was waiting to take a walk with me. 
I told him I was poſitive it was no ſuch thing, for he would not think of 
walking at that time of night. He put his hand upon my boſom, which I 
immediately puſhed away: he ſaid I was @ ve-y pretty girl, and kiſſed me. 
From ſuch behaviour I was too much terrified to {peak. He now went 
greater lengths, and impudently put his hand up my petticoats. I re- 
pulſed him, but in vain, for he only grew more daring and perſevering. 
At length he told me that I muſt not continue there, and forced me 
down the paſſage, and along North-ſireet, I ſcreamed, but ſaw nobody, 
and the pritoner put it out of my power to make much noiſe, by fixing his 
hand upon my mouth. I had never ſeen him before he forced me into the 
church yard, where he threw me down cloſe by the church, and then took. 
up my petticoats, and forcibly put his parts into mine; he hurt me very 
much, lay exceeding heavy upon my. breaft, and remained upon me one or 
two hours; he then got up, but in about a quarter of an hour, threw me 
down again at the church door, hurt me as much as before, and lay nearly as 
long upon me; I ſtruggled very 5 did all I could to 3 | 
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bim. Some time after he took me to a tomb ſtone, where he alſo flung me 
down and did the ſame; during which time it rained very hard, and 
was exceedingly wet. Afterwards he led me towards the beach, 
when I aſked him if I was going home, he told me I was. Going down the 
ſteps, he looked round him, ſeemingly, apprehenſive that ſome perſon was 
near whom he would wiſh to avoid; but, not obſerving any one, he com- 
pelled me to go to one of the bathing machines, and ſwore at me ſeveral 
times, I begged to know if he was going to drown me; he ſaid he wiſhed 
the water was higher. After he had forced me into the machine, he ung 
me down and did the ſame as he had done in the church yard ; at which 
times I felt the emiſſion of ſomething into my body; this he repeated 
while they remained in the machine. He twice flung me down in the ma- 
chine, hurt my elbows and thighs, and forced me to continue there all night, 
It was day light before I could get away, when he led me down the ſteps 
and followed me home; where, when I arrived, I was incapable from ill- 
neſs, to relate what had happened. 


- 


Croſs Examination. | | 

Q: Did you ſuppoſe that his intentions were to do ſomething improper 
with you, before you quitted your father's door? | | 

A. Yes, I was convinced that he intended to do ſomething improper. 
9. Did he lay hold of you as he went along North Street? 


A. No, he did not; but I went firſt, and he followed me at ſome little 
diſtance. | HS” | | 


Q: Were there not lights in the windows, as you paſſed along ? 


A. Yes, there were lights in ſeveral of the windows as I paſſed along; but 
1 did not attempt to knock at either doors or windows. 


9. Did you ſuppoſe that you were going home, when the priſoner was 
conducting you down the ſteps at the beach? 


A. No, I did not. | | | 
Q. In what manner did he convey you into the machine ? 
A. He led me in by my hand. | 


2. When it was light, how did you expreſs yourſelf reſpecting 
"© Aubry ght, y preſs yourſelf reſpecting your go- 
| | A. I 
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A. I faid the women would be coming to bathe, and would find us there; 
upon which we quitted the machine, and he led me home. 
N. B. It may be neceſſary to obſerve that Miſs Wade was examined by 
Mr. Fuller, the day after the occurrence, and her depoſition upon oath 
taken down, which depoſition was in court, and materially differed from the 
evidence ſhe then gave. On her former examination, ſhe ſaid the priſoner 
threw her down as ſoon as ſhe entered the Church-yard ; but ſhe depoſed in 
court, that it was cloſe to the church. And, on the former examination, 
when ſhe aſked him if he meant to drown her, ſhe then ſaid his anſwer was 
no; without taking any notice of his having ſaid he wiſhed the water higher. 
But, it is probable, that the confuſed ſtate ſhe muſt have been in expoſed 
to the whole court upon ſuch a bufineſs, added to the perturbation of her 


mind, might occafion ſome little deviations from the evidence given at a very 
diſtant period. | 


Mr. Wade, was then called, who ſaid, he had his daughter educated at 
the Benedictine Convent at Calais; where ſhe had been there twelve or 
thirteen years, and was now about one and twenty years of age; that ſhe 
returned to England laſt June; ſhe was therefore a total ſtranger, unaccuſ- 
tomed to the deeeits in the buſy world; and befides which, he had the un- 
happineſs to lament that nature had been niggard of her uſual bounties to 
her, her intellects being weak, and her judgment very deficient, 


Returning from the rooms on Sunday night, the 11th of September, about 
eleven o'clock, he met his ſervant, much flurried, who told him his daugh- 
ter had been miſſing an hour, and that he could get no tidings of her. 


He ſaid his feelings on receiving this information, were ſuch as only a fa- 
ther could form an idea of :—almoſt diſtracted, he went in ſearch of her 
without ſcarcely knowing where, the whole night; he diſpatched ſevera L 
people for the ſame purpoſe, to no effect, till between five and fix. in the 
morning, when one of them met him, and told him that his daughter was 
at home, and that they had taken a man. into cuſtody who was ſeen follow- 
ing ber; who, on finding him obſerved, had endeavoured to eſcape, but 
running up a paſſage which was no thorough fare, he was eafily laid hold. of. 
Mr. Wade immediately went home, and there he found his daughter in a 
fituation that it is impoſſible to deſeribe; her dreſs was in a moſt terrible 
. condition; wet, dirty, torn: the agitation of her ſpirits were ſuch, that they 
0 . had entirely deprived her of her reaſon; the ſight was too ſh ocking for him 
ö | to bear, and he left her to the care of his worthy and valuable friend, Mrs. 
; Ms Sycawore, He then went into the room, to ſee the wretch who had thus 
: | | plunged him into miſery ; and upon aſking the monſter whether he had 


been all night with his child, he ſaid, I have been a very wicked wretch, 
and have deſerved to be hanged à long time;“ but made no other re- 
ply to his queſtion. He perceived the priſoner's hand to be grimed with 
blood, and aſked him how it eame fo; who anſwered, '< Tr was nature.“ 


Mr. Wade went out to fetch a conſtable, that he might leave him in the 
hands of authority, until he could haye him before a juſtice of peace, there 
not being one at Brighthelmſtone. | 8 


When the conſtable came they ſtript the priſoner of his ſhirt which was 
all blood and filth ; the conſtable took it into his cuſtody, and would pro- 
duce it in court. He then ſet off to Haſtings, and. Mr. Fuller was ſo obli- 
ging as to return with him in the chaiſe, who, after examining the priſoner, 
committed him to Horſham gaol. He ſent for Mr. Lowdell a ſurgeon, to 
examine his daughter ; ſhe was afterwards examined by Mr, Lowdell and 
Mr. Griffiths together, He believed it might be five or fix hours after her 
return before he ſent for the ſurgeon. + In the afternoon, ſhe was able to 
make a depoſition of the whole tranſaction to Mr. Fuller, who had it taken 
down, and ſworn to. The reaſon he had not ſent ſooner for a ſurgeon, was 
not only the agitation of his ſpirits, but from the firſt wiſh that engaged his 
mind, being to procure juſtice on the deſtroyer of his child's ſtate of mind 
and future proſpect of felicity, | FT: 1 1 


Aim Syeamere ſworn. 
Ann Sycamore. J keep the houſe where Mr. Wade lodged. 


| -V Well, what do you know of this matter. | po 


A. There never was a more pure innocent creature living, to be ſure, 
than Mr, Wade's daughter. If ſhe did go with the priſoner, L am ſure it 
was as lamb going to the ſlaughter. 7 


a * How is Catharine Wade, with regard to her underſtanding or intel. 
ects. 


A. She is certainly very deficient in that reſpect, and even incapable of 
finding her way home from a neighbour's houſe. When ſhe came home in 
the morning, I met her at the door; ſhe looked moſt ſhockingly, and ſeemed 
to be too weak to cry. Some time after the priſoner was brought in, when I 
opened the door of the room where he was, and aſked her if ſhe knew him, 
ſhe inſtantly replied, that is him. I then conducted her to bed, her cloaths 
not being fit to be ſeen. Her cloaths were now produced ip court. 1 

| a ne 
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Thie eloaths were produced, her ſhikt, petticoats, and gown. were in ſuch. 
a ſituation as to ſtrike every perſon in court with horror; the reſt of her 
cloaths were much torn and entirely ſpoilt. E 
: 2 Have you any thing more to ſay on this bufineſs 8 


A. Her thigh was very much bruiſed, and the marks of fingers appeared 
dented-under her right ſhoulder ; ſhe had alſo a bruiſe upon her back, and 


one on each of her elbows, Being put to bed, ſhe continued there upwards. 


of two hours. 


She was aſked, if ſhe did not believe it was poſſible that the linen might 
have become in the fituation it had been ſhewn to the court from natural 
| Cauſes ? She replied, ſhe believed it might; and though ſhe was then un- 
acquainted with it, ſhe fince underſtood ſuch to be Miſs Wade's ſtate of 
body at that time.. ER SN | 1 0 
The conſtable was then called who took the priſoner into cuſtody. He 
produced the ſhirt which had been ſtripped from him at the time, and it ap- 
peared to be in the ſituation as deſcribed by Mr. Wade. + | 


Too eminent ſurgeons were then called in, viz. Mr. Griffiths (who gave 


his evidence before reſpecting Miſs Wade's viſit to Lady Hart, and his 


conducting her home) and a Mr. Lowdell; but doQtors will diſagree, 
and upon this trial they differed materially in their opinions; one of thenr 


declaring he did not think there was the appearance of violence in certain 


parts, ſufficient for him to decide that any connections had taken place; 
as the other thought otherwiſe. . | 1 


Mr. Lowdell, a ſurgeon, was ſent for by Mr. Wade, on the 12th of Sep» 
tember, to examine the ſtate of his daughter's body. He found a black. 


> Ffpot on each of her elbows, another on her left thigh, and another on the 


lower part of her back. As to any violence of another kind having been 
committed on her body, the parts, though ſomewhat irritated, had not, he 
thought, the appearance neceſſary to warrant him to declare ſuch was the 
caſe; for although he found the membrane hymen gone, it was often the caſe 
from many circumſtances beſides coition; and that ſingle circumſtance ex- 


8 cepted, there was not any grounds for ſuppoſing ſhe ever had any connexion 


with man. He was firmly of opinion that the linen might have become in 
the ſtate from natural cauſes only, though he readily admitted that coition 
at that time would occaſion a much greater overflow than common. He was 
A | | | D- aſked: 
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aſked by the Counſel whether he had not ſaid to Lord Sheffield, that ſhe had 
been perforated? He anſwered he believed he might. e 


Mr. Griffith depoſes that he had alſo examined her body, and was of opi- 
nion there was every reaſon to conclude, that ſhe had ſuffered great vio- 
lence, and had been violated. When he firſt ſaw her, the parts were great= _ 

ly inflamed, and he ordered them to be waſhed with a ſpunge, dipped in 

ſoap and water; this he did for the double purpoſe of topping the inflam- 

mation, and preventing, if poffible, any infection; although he had very 
little apprehenſion, provided the man had been infected with a ee 
complaint, of its taking effect; as her body at that time was, no doubt, in 
a ſtate of natural evacuation. Though he admitted that to be the caſe with 
reſpect to her ſtate of body, he could not ſuffer it to paſs as his opinion, that 
what had been ſeen upon the linen was the effects of nature only; certainly 
ſomething had aggravated a more than common overflow :; — and what could 
poſſibly act as ſuch an aggravation at that time, as violent and repeated coition. 


Mr. Lowdell upon being called upon by Mr. Fielding, ſaid, he did not 
think, that either uſing ſoap and water five or fix hours after the act, or a 
female being in that ſituation, would be ſafe from the infection—he rather 
thought, that as the veſſels of her body would be more open, ſhe would be 
the more likely to take it. | TY 


Mr. Erſkine ſaid be could not conceive this argument was of much conſe- 
quence'in the preſent caſe, as the man had not been proved to be infected. 


Mr. Lowdell ſearched the man when he was taken up, when he found 
he had a glect, which he ſuppoſed to be the remains of a confirmed com- 
plaint. | 5 5 * 5 


Here Mr. Erſkine cloſed his evidence for the proſecution. | > 20 T 
Judge Aſhurſt, Priſoner, have you any thing to ſay in your defence? 
Priſoner, I leave it entirely with my Counſel, 


Mr. Fielding, My Lord, the evidence for the proſecution having proved 
wh.t we meant to have called witneſſes tor—That from the number of 
common women continually about the ſtreets, it was poſſible to miſtake. | 

Judge Aſhurſt. That entirely depends upon the manner the jury under- 
ſtood it. N + . 1 4 5 M be 

: | | : = 
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Mr. Fielding. Certainly, my Lord; but as that has been the cafe, and 
wie have endeavoured to ſhew its force by the croſs examinations, we do not 
mean to trouble the court any furt en. 
| The learned judge ſummed up the evidence with great ingenuity and im- 
J | partiality. He recapitulated every material part of what had been depoſed, 
| Judiciouſly commenting upon every circumſtance, and then left it to the de- 
_ Ciſion of the jury. They had been conſulting together for almoſt half an 
hour, and appeared to be ſomewhat embarraſſed reſpecting the verdict they _ 
ſhould give. At length they addreſſed the court, requeſting to know if any 
puniſhment could be inflicted on the priſoner ſhort of death. They were in- 
formed that there was no alternative but death or acquittal ; when expreſ- 
ſing their doubts about ſome particulars, they, in a few minutes, brought 


in a verdict Nor Guilty. 


J | This extraordinary trial began at half an hour after four inthe afternoon, 
N | and laſted *til] almoſt ten at night, 85 a | 
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92725 THE CASE OF | 


JOHN MOTHERILL, 
THE BRIGHTHELMSTONE TAYLOR; 
INCLUDING 


N hiſtorical Narrative of his Proceedings, from the 1ſt of May, 

1785, (when he ſet out on his Tour to NE e e to the 21ſt of March, 
| 1786, when he was Tried at Eaſt Grinſtead in Suſſex, for a Rape. Containing the 
. particulars of his accidentally meeting with the young Lady; what happened pre- 
2 9 vious to their arrival at Brighthelmſtone Church Yard ; the buſineſs tranſacted there, 
5 the reaſons why the ſcene of action was removed from that awful ſpot, to the Bathing 
3 \ Machine, what happened afterwards, &c. Wherein every tranſaction is minutely 
related, without ſuppreſſing a ſingle circumſtance whe-ther it militates againſt or for 
. WVWRITTEN BY HIMSELF, 

And atteſted in the preſence of ſeveral Witneſſes. 
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